
Episode 14: The Jerusalem Question - The Conflict in a Nutshell 

Guest: Prof. Dr. Yfaat Weiss, Hebrew University Jerusalem / Director of the 
Simon Dubnow Institute Leipzig 

Prof. Yfaat Weiss is one of Israel’s most respected contemporary historians 
specializing in Jewish and Israeli history. She is currently serving as the Director 
of the Dubnow Institute in Leipzig and holds a professorship in Modern History, 
particularly Jewish history, at Leipzig University. Since 2008 she is a Professor of 
Jewish History at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and previously led the 
Franz Rosenzweig Minerva Research Center for German-Jewish Literature and 
Cultural History. Prof. Weiss has received several prestigious awards, including 
the Polonsky Prize for Creativity and Originality in the Humanistic Disciplines 
(2015) and the Hannah Arendt Prize for Political Thought (2012).  

Hosts: tba  

Links: 

Prof. Dr. Yfaat Weiss: https://www.dubnow.de/person/prof-dr-yfaat-weiss (Last 
accessed on October 21, 2025) 

Weiss, Yfaat, Verfehlte Mission. Das geteilte Jerusalem und die Vereinten 
Nationen. Translated by Jan Eike Dunkhase. Suhrkamp Verlag, 2025. https://
www.suhrkamp.de/buch/yfaat-weiss-verfehlte-mission-t-9783633543373 (Last 
accessed on October 21, 2025) 

Weiss, Yfaat. Sovereignty in Miniature: The Mount Scopus Exclave 1948–1967. 
Magnes Press, 2021. 

https://www.magnespress.co.il/en/book/Sovereignty_in_Miniature-8716 (Last 
accessed on October 21, 2025) 

This episode will be recorded in January 2026. 

Dedication: 

We dedicate this Podcast to all victims and survivors of October 7, the hostages 
and their families, to all innocent civilians killed in Gaza and their grieving families 
and friends. To our dear guests Udi Goren, Khalil Sayegh, Sima and Mai who 
shared their losses so powerfully with us. To their families: Tal’s wife Ella Haimi, 
their children Nir, Einav, Udi and Lotan, who never got the chance to meet his 
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father. To Khalil Sayegh’s mother and siblings, to Mai’s and Sima’s family, to her 
mother Bushra. 

To the blessed memory of:  

Tal Haimi, Lara Sayegh, Jeris Sayegh, Mahmoud, Danny Darlington and Haim 
Perry. 

Disclaimer: 
In each episode of this podcast, the invited guests speak on their own behalf. 
They share their experiences, assessments, and expert perspectives. These 
contributions are central to the multiperspectivity of the project but do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editorial team or producers. 

Legal & Historical Anchor Episodes: 
This podcast may include controversial legal terms of specific technical 
significance. Their legal applicability requires a thorough expert contextualization; 
for this, we refer to our legal chapter. All relevant terms of international law, its 
institutions, current controversies, and the state of jurisprudence are explained in 
the anchor episode with Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Claus Kreß LL.M. (Cambridge) 
(Episode 36). He is co-author of the Rome Statute, Special Advisor to the 
International Criminal Court, and Judge at the International Court of Justice in the 
parallel Gambia vs. Myanmar genocide case. 

Historical matters are discussed from multiple perspectives in this podcast. 
Please check the cross-references in the shownotes of the respective episodes 
for details. All historically contested issues are addressed in the history anchor 
episode with Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Gudrun Krämer (Episode 21), author of the 
comprehensive work A History of Palestine: From the Ottoman Conquest to the 
Founding of the State of Israel (Princeton 2008), a standard reference in the field. 
For her scholarly achievements as a historian, she was awarded the Preis des 
Historischen Kollegs in 2025, the highest distinction in her discipline in Germany. 
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